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FOCUS: THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

By Margaret Amick, Lay Leader

Several years ago, | attended a Methodist meeting which included the consecration of prayer shawls---didn’t know
anything about it at the time. A few months ago, a friend who was in the hospital for two months received not just one but two prayer
shawls. | witnessed how much it meant to her. My interest was piqued! So, | did a little research.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry began in 1998 as a symbol of shelter, peace, and spiritual sustenance. The original group from
Grace Presbyterian Church in Little Rock, Arkansas, lovingly donated their time and talents by creating hand-knitted and crocheted
shawls for those in need. This movement has grown into an international cause with churches of other denominations (Methodists
included) answering the call.

Examples of activities surrounding the making of the prayer shawls include meeting several times a month for prayer and
conversation, noting progress of each shawl, adding names to the list of recipients. Some pray silently as they knit because the
repetitive nature of the work requires little concentration. Some prefer crocheting over knitting. In order to pay for the yarn, churches
have solicited contributions for this ministry.

When finished, the prayer shawls are placed on the altar rail during worship service on Sunday morning and the minister
names the intended recipients. The shawls are dedicated and given to the recipients. The blessings come from the people who
created them, from those who are part of the Prayer Shawl Ministry, and from the entire congregation. The shawls are a reminder to
the recipient that many prayers are lifted up for them as they envelope themselves with this labor of love.

As | became more interested in the prayer shawls, | introduced this activity to the Harmon Circle and they embraced it
wholeheartedly. Others have been approached and expressed the same positive commitments to making shawls. | invite you---men
and women---to accept this ministry and become involved. We have many members and community friends who are in nursing
homes, assisted living facilities, hospitals, home-bound, and others who are suffering from cancer or other illnesses, depression, or
emotional difficulties. ANYONE WHO NEEDS OUR PRAYERS QUALIFIES TO RECEIVE A PRAYER SHAWL.

The two books titled The Prayer Shawl Ministry: Reaching Those in Need and The Prayer Shawl Ministry, Volume 2 have
been placed in the church library for more information and directions for making a shawl. | just finished my first shawl and | had not
knitted since my mother tried to teach me 50 years ago.

Come join me on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm beginning in May in room 117. We will have light refreshments. Stay as long as
you wish. If you cannot come on Wednesdays, you can still be a part of the Ministry, just let me know.
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Valet Parking
Parkers will be available before Sunday School and 11
am worship to assist worshipers getting into the church
as well as parking your car if you so desire. At the
completion of the service cars will be returned to the
breezeway area and you will be assisted back to your
car.

Lemonade and Cookies Begin Sunday
Lemonade and cookies will be served under the
awning on the Ashland Hall side of the church after
Sunday school and prior to the 11:00 am worship
service. Everyone is welcome to come by and join us.

VBS
JUNE 14-18
9:00AM-12:15PM

I Galactic Blast is Coming!
Are you ready for a cosmic

. mission that comes complete
with out-of-this-world adventures, exciting challenges,
great music and loads of fun? Come spend a week on the
starship Galactic Praise exploring God"s incredible
creation. All kinds of help needed! Please see Tina Mastin
(258-9355) or email tmastin@sc.rr.com for more
information or to volunteer.

Help us by donating your old CDs, string of Christmas
lights and pickle jars. We also need juice for snack time
(boxes or bags). Donations may be placed in Suzy's office
or room 115.

Confirmation Class

We will meet May 2, 12:15 pm - 2:30 pm in Room 113.
Lunch will be provided as we learn about John Wesley and
the Bible. Confirmation Sunday is May 30",

Prayer Chain Distribution Change
The prayer chain notices will be sent from the
church office.
» Please send your prayer requests to
office@ashlandumc.com
» If you would like to be on the prayer chain
distribution, please send your email address
to Maria at this e-mail address.

Next week is Mother's Day, a time of celebration for
many of us. We will be honoring the women who made
such a difference in our lives. Make a testimony to the
difference of caring adult can make. A pink envelope
will be provided. Make a difference in the life of a child.
More information on Epworth Children's Home can be
found www.epworthchildrenshome.org

Birthdays - May 2-8
2 Marthalyn, Debbie, Peggy,
Adam, Greg , Evan, Audrey

3 Tyler
5 Bubba, Judy, Pat, Caitlin
6 Peggy, Melissa

Honorariums:

Thursday Morning Prayer Group by Lucinda Daniels

Harold Reid by Margie Hodgin

Amy Raynor and Suzy Speas by Duncan & Karen McClive
Memorials:

Berry Smith by Jim & Nancy Bradley, Glenna & Jennifer Minor, Joye
Rush

Ruth Jones Daniel, aunt of Joel Jones, by Jim & Nancy Bradley
Carl Shrontz, son of Mildred Shrontz, by Glenna & Jennifer Minor
Jessica Wright, daughter of Joan James, by John & Carolyn McCrea,
Margaret Combs

Jeannie McCrea Scholarship Fund for Jessica Wright by Jimmy &
Margaret Smith

Music, Art and Drama
We will meet Wednesday May 5t and
sing in worship on Mother’s Day. May 9th

Summer Suppers
Join us the 4t Wednesday of May, June, July and
August for Fellowship Suppers. We will eat at 6pm
followed by fun fellowship.
June 23rd -Youth Choir from Dacula UMC
will present their musical at 7pm (Cheryl
Lundy’s church, former Ashland financial
secretary).
July 28th-Potluck supper with the Columbia
Salkehatchie Camp.
Watch for what is coming May 26t and August 25th .

Children/Youth Choir Appreciation Night
Wednesday, May 12" @ 6:30 pm
Ashland Hall
More information to come...

Within the Ashland Family

Eagle Scout Award Ceremony
The congregation is invited to Stuart Eagle Court of Honor
Ceremony in the sanctuary on Sunday, at 2 pm, followed by a
reception in Ashland Hall.

Congratulations to
e Jerry Rushkofski and Mary Barbara Kleckley who
were married at Pine Island on April 23, 2010.

¢« Mylla and Bob Markland on the birth of their tenth
grandchild, Murphy Thomas Markland on April 15,
2010. Parents are Kevin and Kelly Markland.




Jeannie M cCr ea Scholar ship Applications

United Methodist Youth

Reminder to all Ashland UMC graduating high school

seniors: the Jeannie McCrea Scholarship committee Love God. Love Others. Love Self.

is taking applications. Applications may be picked up Youth Prayer Breakfast Wednesdays at 8 am
from Hunter or Bud and Donna Gore. Hot Dog Heaven, Broad River Road

ALL applications must be in hand to Bud and Donna

Gore by 12 noon on Sunday, May 9 1802 May 2 2:00 pm, Stuart Nates Eagle Scout Ceremony
Cedarbrook Dr., Columbia, SC 29212. 4:00 pm, Praise Band

Questions may be directed to the Gore's at 781- 4:30 pm, Youth Choir

3827. 5:30 pm, Worship

Presentation of the scholarship award will be during No youth group on May 9™ due to Mother's Day.

Senior Recognition Service on May 16" May 16"  Senior Recognition Sunday

Please let Hunter know the school of your graduating

student.

SalkEhatChie C0|umbia Camn NeedS Baby pictures of all seniors need to be submittted to

The committeeis collecting gently used furniture Hunter.
for the Salkehatchie Columbia Camp.
Call Sandra Calore (798-0876) or Mary Lightsey

(781-5798). h_ &T"(&)

The following people will be going from Ashland

1 . # S UMC. Daniel, Matthew, Maggie, Clark, Jillian,
The yard sale made $3,391 and Sharing God's Love Rebecca, Dawn M, Broqks, Paige, Kayla an.d Hunter.
received $10,169.09 from the Souper Bowl of Caring.  Fleéase remember them in prayer and donations.

The post office food drive is on May 8". Food items
from the Irmo area will be taken to Sharing God's Love.
Check the Missions Board for current needs. Thank you

for your continued support of Sharing God's Love. Daytime Bible Study
Join Pastor Joel from 2:30 pm - 3:30 pm on
Job Opening at Epworth Wednesdays for a Bible Study on 1, 2, and 3 John.
Epworth Children's Home is looking for a Hospitality =~ 1he study will be held in the Fellowship Bible
Coordinator. Classroom, #129.  All are welcome.

Requirements are a Bachelor's degree in an external
relations and/or volunteer management, and strong

problem-solving skills. Shepherd's Center of St. Andrews
For more information, check out Ashland's Job Bulletin Book Fair
Board adjacent to the workroom. To apply, send resume Saturday, May 2ond

and over to mschafer@epworthsc.org 9 am-1 pm, St. Mary's Episcopal Church

Shealy's BBQ will be available for carryout.

Mother’s Day Recognition

The Ashland UMW Faith Circle invites you to recognize your

mother or other special lady in a Mother’s Day bulletin insert. p i United Methodist Men M eeti ng
This will be mailed with the regular church bulletin. Please rd .
Monday, May 3, 6:30 pm

complete the needed information below and make a donation

HETHODIST,

In Honor of or In Memory of your loved one. Donations will be
given to Killingsworth and Epworth Children's Home. Make Ashland Hall . .
checks payable to Ashland UMW, and place it in the offering Program by BUddy Roberts: Life through Life
plate by Sunday May 2nd. Thank you for your continued
support to our missions. ~Faith Circle
PLEASE PRINT: Given by __ : United M ethodist Women
Phone# (in case of questions)
In Honor of: Eventsfor 2010

UMW Mission Project
In Memory of:

Belk Charity Day Sale, Saturday, May 1
Call Nina Newcomb at 345-1386 if you need tickets.




Living Out Our Faith

May 2, 2010 By
OUR PRAYERS
Pat Murphy — Providence Hospital
Scott Peurifoy
Julia McCartha, mother of Elizabeth Jones
Frank Myers — HealthSouth
Earline Shaw — Brian Center
William Strickland, father-in-law of Billie Jean Strickland — at home.
Frances Spratt, mother of Jean Jackson & Ed Spratt — Agape, W. Cola
In Memoriam: Bud Matthews, father of Jeanne Cothran, died 4/23/2010.
Service was held 4/27/2010 at Maple Street Southern Methodist Church in
Columbia.
OUR PRESENCE
4/25: 341 Worship: 341 The Path: 140 Traditional: 201  SS: 196
OUR GIFTS

Received Week Ending 4/24/2010 $ 9,123.06
Received Year to Date: 262,100.79
Spent Year to Date: 290,974.03
General Fund Contributions

Received Week Ending 4/24/2010 8,477.75
Received Year to Date: 213,953.62
Special Offerings

Memorials & Special Offerings: 107.21
OUR SERVICE

Sunday School Coffee for May:  Crossroads

Narthex Table: Mildred Shrontz

Crucifer: Matthew Acolytes: Clary, Will

Altar Stewards : Kaye Bradley, Jane Bryan

Greeters: Ruth Graczyk, Hal & Susan Von Nessen, Henry & Barbara

Murphy

Valet Parkers: John Edwards and Jimmy Smith

Lemonade & Cookies: Casey Allen, John McCrea

Ushers for May: John McCrea, Curt Railey, Lorraine Shaffer, Dalene

Gibson, Grant Gibson, Bud Graczyk

Nursery: The Path: Karen McClive, Chelsea McClive, Toni Little;

SS: Karen McClive, Linda Franklin, Lynda Mixon, Mac Credille, Joanne

Turner, Matt Derrick 11 am: Joanne Turner, Patti Montreuil, Nelda

Emerson, Dalene Gibson, Amary Sox

Flowers:

The altars flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of the

Thursday Morning Newsletter Distribution group, Bud Anderson, Linda

Carroll, Larry Hodgin and Freda Reid by Hugh and Ruth Westbury.

The rosebud on the altar last Sunday was to the glory of God and in

celebration of the birth of Alice Marie Lowery on April 15, 2010.
Missionaries We Support

Tim and Daina Datwyler

c/o The Mission Society, P.O. Box 922637,

Norcross, GA 30010

datfam4ecuador@gmail.com

Adam & Jennifer Dalenburg

www.themissionsociety.org/missionaries/dalenburg

Joseph: ajdj93@gmail.com

Samuel: 1Samuell6.6@gmail.com

Jennifer:  jenniferd63@gmail.com Family: dalenburgs@hotmail.com
The Dalenburg Family BP 278, Thies, Senegal

Helen Byholt Lovelace

General Board of Global Ministries

Ukraine
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This Week at Ashland

Sunday, May 2, 2010 — 1 Timothy 2:1-4

8:45 AM The Path Worship, Ashland Hall
9:45 AM SS for all Ages
11:00 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
12:30 PM Confirmation Class, #113

2:00 PM Stuart Nates Eagle Scout Ceremony,

Sanctuary & Ashland Hall

4:00 PM Youth Praise Band

4:30 PM Youth Choir, Choir Room

5:30 PM Disciple I, #115

5:30 PM UMY, Worship
Monday, May 3, 2010 — John 10:11-15
10:30 AM Staff Meeting

6:15 PM TOPS, #125

6:30 PM UMM, Ashland Hall

6:30 PM Education, #138
Tuesday, May 4, 2010 — Amos 7:7-9

9:30 AM Shepherd's Center of St. Andrews

6:30 PM Disciple New Testament Study, #113
Wednesday, May 5, 2010 — Matthew 5:13-16

2:30 PM Bible Study, #129

6:00 PM Al Anon, #127

6:30 PM Congregational Care, #138

6:30 PM Handbells, #115

M-A-D Children's Activities, #125
The Path Music Ensemble, Choir Room

7:30 PM Worship Choir, Choir Room (nursery provided)
Thursday, May 6, 2010 — 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

9:00 AM DAODAS, Ashland Hall
10:30 AM Ladies Prayer Group, Library

7:00 PM Columbia Chess Club, #125

Arpad Darazs, Choir Room
Boy Scouts, Classroom
Friday, May 7, 2010 — Isaiah 61
Saturday, May 8, 2010 — Mark 12:41-44

Sunday, May 9, 2010 — Psalm 130

8:45 AM The Path Worship, Ashland Hall
9:45 AM SS for all Ages

11:00 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
4:30 PM Youth Choir, Choir Room
5:30 PM Disciple I, #115

Devotions are from The Upper Room. Other calendar events
can be found on the website www.ashlandumc.com
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