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The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church states:  “Providing the care needed to maintain health, prevent disease and 
restore health after injury or illness is a responsibility each person owes others and government owes to all, a responsibility government 
ignores at its peril.  In Ezekiel 34: 4a, God points out the failures of the leadership of Israel to care for the weak:  You have not 
strengthened the weak, you have not healed the sick you have not bound up the inured.”  As a result all suffer…. Like police and fire 
protection, health care is best funded thru the governments’ ability to tax each person equitable and directly und the provider entities.  
(Social Principles: Paragraph 162V). 
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Mercy, Grace, and Love 
This Sunday as we hear those eternal words on love from I Corinthians 13, the words of the late Madeline L’Engle, shared 
on an interfaith and ecumenical program in Chicago continue to speak to me.   Here are her words: 

Speaking at a college one day a young man said to me: “Mrs. L’Engle, your books seem to indicate that you believe that 
God is forgiving, and ultimately God is going to forgive everybody.” 

“Well, I don’t worship a failing God,” said L’Engle.  "I don't believe God is going to fail with creation. Do you want God 
to fail?"   He said:  “There has to be absolute justice." 

And I said, "If you should die tonight - you're maybe 19 or 20 - if you should die tonight, is that what you want? Absolute 
justice? Don't you feel the need for the weensiest, teensiest bit of mercy?”   That had not occurred to him. 

Mercy, like love, is not easy. God's love is totally free, but if we accept this love, it is also totally demanding. So do I 
understand the Incarnation? Of course not…….  

Scripture tells us that it is God loving us so much that he sends his beloved son for our salvation. It is an ultimate act of 
love on the part of the infinite God……….It is when we insist on understanding the infinite that we get into trouble.  

Trouble that caused the crusaders to slaughter Greek Christians.  And a few centuries later caused the Inquisition Christians 
to burn Christians, and a few centuries later caused the Protestants to kill the Catholics and the Catholics to kill the 
Protestants, whoever was mostly in power. And each thought that his group had the truth and the other group was 
absolutely wrong. 

It is when we insist on defining God's love or God's anger that we blunder into anti-Semitism, or join rigid sects that 
promise us all the answers. God did not give answers. God gave himself to save us, to free us from our sins. 

When Jesus was born as a baby in a barn in Bethlehem, that tiny baby bore our sins. And he bore them all his life as he 
grew into manhood. How heavy they must have been during his last weeks, when he knew that nobody understood, 
that all his closest friends and disciples were going to turn away, abandon, and betray him. How heavy they must have 
been when he hung on the cross. But, for love of us he carried them. How blessed we are. 

Why can't we remember that Jesus’ last commandment was that we should love each other, as he loved us?  In the 
epistle of I John, we hear:  “If we cannot love each other, if we cannot love the people we know, we cannot love God. 
If we are truly able to love one another, then we will get a glimpse of understanding of the magnificent love of God. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrations and Remembrances 
 

Birthdays - January 24-February 6  
26 Shaheen R 
27 Josh R 
28 Mary C 
30 Karin G, Lon M, Scott J, Bob  

D, Sabrina M 
31 Duncan M, Alex P, Donald H,  

Justin C 
February    1 Cynthia B, Denver S, Devin S 

3 Jean S, Martha E, Thomas  
G 

4 Jennie B, Linda H 
5 Kim Y, Susan D, Jimmy C, Nathan 

G 
6 Davis B, Ray C, Eric J, Madison 

S 
Memorials  
Betsy Stewart by Bud & Ruth Graczyk, Trish Lockaby, Peggy Smith, Bob 
& Jean Simpson, Tom & Beth Wilkinson, Bill & Ginie Turbeville, Joan 
Sanford, Virginia Combs, Laura Jordan, Marian West 
Alva Martin, father of Doug Martin, by Bud & Ruth Graczyk, Peggy Smith, 
Gene & Clare Allen, Joan Sanford, Martha Eastburn 
Juanita Lowery, mother of Coyet Lowery, by Bud & Ruth Graczyk, Trish 
Lockaby, Tom & Beth Wilkinson 
Jeannette Greasor, mother of Pam Spurrier, by Bud & Ruth Graczyk, 
Tom & Beth Wilkinson, Larry & Linda Durstine, Virginia Combs 
Ruth Jones Daniel, aunt of Joel Jones, by Trish Lockaby 
Joellen Cook by Trish Lockaby, Chris Matthews 
Rosemary Tannert, mother of Carol DeNisi, by Charlie & Debbie 
Matthews, Barbara Wiedemann, Virginia Combs 
Dennis Hopper, fiancé of Jennifer Minor, by Chris Matthews 
Jeannie McCrea Scholarship Fund for Ruth Jones Daniel by Charlie & 
Debbie Matthews 
Jeannie McCrea Scholarship Fund for Rosemary Tannert by Mac & Jean 
Smurthwaite 

Baby Recognition Sunday, January 31 st  

January 9 Jalin Amanda G, daughter of 
  Grant and Dalene Gibson 
January 12 Nicholas Ryan K, son of 
  Brian and Evelyn Kirby 
March 16 Tripp Hampton L, son of   

Scarlett Luther 
April 27  Hutson Scott H, son of Chris  
  and Lauren Hinrichs 
May 14  Lola Rochelle C, daughter of Todd and 
  Jessica Carroll 
October 20 Mark Andrew P, son of Mark and 
  Emily Peper 

Wednesday Supper Feb. 10th  
Menu:   Marys & Marthas Class: Ham, green beans, hashbrown 
casserole and dessert. 
 
Sign up using the red slips in the pew or at back of Ashland Hall 
& return in offering plate. 
You may also call the church office 798-5350, ext. 14 or e-mail 
(education@ashlandumc.com) your reservation by Mondays at 
noon. 

Missions 
 

Thank You from Sharing God's Love  
Because of your help, Sharing God's Love helped 2,229 
families in 2009.  Total number of people served was 
6,644 with 600 of those being new clients.  Total amount 
of assistance given was $1,013,953.  New clients come 
in each day.  Thanks again for all you do for Sharing 
God's Love.  ~Missions Committee 
 

Haiti  
Haiti Kits are accepted on an ongoing basis.  You may 
place the kits in baskets in Ashland Hall and the 
Sanctuary. 
 
The Missions Committee voted to donate $1,000 to help 
pay for fuel for Wade McGuinn's plane to deliver 
medical supplies to Jeremie, Haiti. 
 

Salkehatchie Registration Process for 2010  
Salkehatchie registration forms are on the bulletin board 
across from the church office.   
Submit registration form along with personal check for 
$100 (payable to: Ashland UMC and indicate it is for 
Salkehatchie) to the church office. The church will 
match this amount and send the registration form to the 
conference office. 
Get your form and check in as soon as possible as 
camps are filling up fast.  Thank you! 
 

                 Music, Art and Drama                 Music, Art and Drama                 Music, Art and Drama                 Music, Art and Drama    
 

                  Wednesdays at 6:30pm Wednesdays at 6:30pm Wednesdays at 6:30pm Wednesdays at 6:30pm     
     Children 4 years old thru 6     Children 4 years old thru 6     Children 4 years old thru 6     Children 4 years old thru 6thththth grade grade grade grade

    

Join us for music, games, crafts, and moreJoin us for music, games, crafts, and moreJoin us for music, games, crafts, and moreJoin us for music, games, crafts, and more    

Support our Youth – 30 Hour Famine  
The Ashland UMYF group is participating in a 30 hour 
famine on Feb. 26-27 in order to raise funds for the 
World Vision Organization. The 30 hr. famine is an 
international youth movement to help fight hunger. It is 
a non-profit organization that offers help to all people, 
regardless of their age, race, gender or religious 
beliefs. Youth will be at tables on Sunday to collect 
donations. Thank you for helping us support this 
cause. 

Souper Bowl of Caring – February 7th 
In 1990, the Souper Bowl of Caring was begun in 
Columbia as a simple and effective way to combat 
hunger and poverty.  As you leave worship in Feb. 7th, 
consider putting $1 in the buckets that will be staffed 
by our youth.  Funds will be sent to the hunger 
organization(s) of our youth's choice.   

Salkehatchie Auction Date Change  
The date for the auction to benefit the Columbia 
Salkehatchie camp has been changed to Friday, March 12.  
Plan to join the Friendship Class for a "Spring Fling".  There 
will be entertainment and our famous dessert bar.  The price 
is right - admission is free.  If you would like to contribute an 
item for either auction, contact Pam Spurrier at  (803) 781-
2340 or PamS@sc.rr.com. 
 



United Methodist Youth 
Love God.  Love Others.  Love Self.  

Youth Prayer Breakfast Wednesdays at 8 am 
Hot Dog Heaven, Broad River Road 

  
Jan. 31   4:00 pm – Youth Praise Band 

4:30 pm – Youth Choir 
   5:30 pm – Small Groups 
Feb. 7th   4:30 pm – Youth Choir 
   No youth group this night. 
Feb. 14th  4:00 pm – Youth Praise Band 

4:30 pm – Youth Choir 
   5:30 pm – Youth Group 
Feb. 21st  4:00 pm – Youth Praise Band 
   4:30 pm – Youth Choir 
   5:30 pm – Youth Worship 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
      
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

United Methodist Women 
         Events for 2010  

 
Change of Date:  A Spa for the Lady's Soul  

October 2, 2010 
 
Event:  Faith Circle, February 6th, 6:30 pm, #111.  Bring items to donate 
to Children's Hospital. 
 

Within the Ashland Family 
Joellen Cook Family Contact Information  

Pierce Cook, PO Box 352, Irmo, SC 29063. 
 

Acknowledgement  
Carol DeNisi wishes to thank the pastors and 
congregation for all the acts of kindnesses during the 
illness and death of her mother, Rosemary Tannert. 
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Additional Information on the Hymn Last Week 
In Haiti There Is Anguish  

 
Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2010 
Music: Frederick C. Maker, 1881 
Copyright 2010 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Published by 
The General Board of Discipleship of the UMC. 
 

Shepherd's Center of St. Andrews 
On the bulletin board across from the church offices is a 
certificate of appreciation for dedicated sponsorship for 
twenty years from the Shepherd's Center of St. 
Andrews. 

         United Methodist Men 
           Events for 2010 

 
• February 1 – Ashland UMM, 6:30 pm, Ashland Hall 
• February 22 – Fish Fry @ Rehoboth UMC, 6 pm 

• February 26-28 State UMM Spiritual Life Retreat, 
Radisson Hotel, Columbia 

• March 20th – Annual Chicken Bar-B-Q 

• April – Vidalia Onion Sales 

• April 30-May 2, 2010 – Columbia District Spiritual 

Retreat at Asbury Hills – See Herman Lightsey for 
information 

Upcoming Bible Studies  
Sign-up now for the winter/spring studies: 
 

______New Testament  – 8 wks- Tuesdays @  
6:30pm starting March 23rd  

 

______Genesis  – Lenten Study Continued –     
      5 wks Wednesdays @ 6:30 starting Feb 24th 
 

Sign Me Up! 
Name: _________________________________ 
Email:_________________________________ 
Phone #: _______________________________ 

Upcoming Events  
• January 31 st, Fellowship Breakfast @  

9:15 am, Ashland Hall   Bring a dish to share 
      Combined Worship, Sanctuary, 10:30 am 

Ashland Baby Recognition Sunday and  
Ministry of our Nursery Workers 
3-5 pm, Dist. SPRC, Washington St. UMC 

• January 31 st, Education, 2-4 pm, Suzy’s House 
• February 3 rd, Congregational Care, 6:30 pm, 

#138 
• February 8 th, Communications, 6:30 pm, #138 
• February 10 th, Long Range Planning, 6:30 pm, 

#138 

Vacation Bible School 
June 14th – 18th  
9am-12:15pm 

From the Trustees and UM Men  
Thanks to the following volunteers for their help in taking down 
and removing the old playground:  Bob Markland, Lane 
Peeler, Jimmy Smith, Nelson Travis and Tom Wilkinson.  A 
special thanks to Joe and Tommy Suddeth for providing their 
wrecker truck, to Hugh Westbury for his chain saw, and to 
Robert Smith and his trailer for hauling everything away. 
There is one double slide and one single slide available on 
first come basis. 
 

Eagle Scout Ceremony 
The congregation is invited to the Eagle Scout 
Ceremony for Mason C on Sunday, February 7th at 2 
pm in the Sanctuary and afterwards to a reception in 
Ashland Hall. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living Out Our FaithLiving Out Our FaithLiving Out Our FaithLiving Out Our Faith    
January 31, 2January 31, 2January 31, 2January 31, 2010 By010 By010 By010 By    

 “I will be loyal to The United Methodist Church and uphold it with my 
PRAYERS, my PRESENCE, my GIFTS, and my SERVICE.” 
OUR PRAYERS 
People in Haiti 
Averie Frampton, infant daughter of Lori & Jef Frampton, Palmetto 
Richland 
In Memoriam: Carl E. Shrontz, son of Mildred Shrontz, died January 23, 
2010 in Beaumont, TX.  Service held on January 27th in Beaumont, TX. 
Kathy Harrelson, during her time of treatments – Fort Worth, TX 
 
OUR PRESENCE 
1/24: Worship: 334    The Path: 137    Traditional: 197   SS: N/A 
OUR GIFTS 
Received Week Ending  1/23/2010  $  41,121 
Received Year to Date:           65,741 
Spent Year to Date:                                     34,594 
General Fund Contributions 
Received Week Ending    1/23/2010      19,379 
Received Year to Date:                 58,276  
Special Offerings           
Memorials & Special Offerings:                       20,742                                                   
OUR SERVICE 
Sunday School Coffee for January:  Marys and Marthas 
Narthex Table:  Lorraine Shaffer 
Crucifer:  Matthew A    Acolytes:  Clary H, Will T 
Lay Reader:  Clare Allen 
Altar Stewards :  Debbie Sandersfeld, Kaye Bradley 
Ushers  for January:  Bill Tomes, Mark Polk, Barbara Polk, Lane Peeler, 
Nina Newcomb, Bud Graczyk 
Children's Church :  Doug and Tina Mastin 
Nursery:   11 am: Karen McClive, Margaret Combs, Cindy Robinson, 
Kristen McClive, Leslie Yasinsac, Evelyn Kirby 

Missionaries We Support  
Tim and Daina Datwyler  
 c/o The Mission Society, P.O. Box 922637,  
 Norcross, GA   30010  
 datfam4ecuador@gmail.com 
Adam & Jennifer Dalenburg    
www.themissionsociety.org/missionaries/dalenburg  

Joseph:    ajdj93@gmail.com 
Samuel:  1Samuel16.6@gmail.com 

Jennifer:    jenniferd63@gmail.com Family: dalenburgs@hotmail.com 
The Dalenburg Family BP 278, Thies, Senegal 
Helen Byholt Lovelace 
General Board of Global Ministries 
Ukraine 

This Week at Ashland  
 
Sunday, January 31, 2010 – Psalm 95:1-9 
   9:15 AM Fellowship Breakfast, Ashland Hall 
 10:30 AM  Combined Service, Sanctuary 
   4:30 PM Youth Choir, Choir Room 
   5:30 PM Disciple I, #115 
   5:30 PM Youth – Small Groups  
   6:00 PM Psalms - #113 
Monday, February 1, 2010 – Ephesians 5:8-17  
  6:15 PM  TOPS, #125 
  6:30 PM  UMM, Ashland Hall 
Tuesday, February 2, 2010 – Exodus 13:20-22; 16:1-5  
  9:30 AM  Shepherd's Center of St. Andrews 
  6:30 PM  Stephen Ministry, #125 
  6:30 PM  Old Testament, #113 
Wednesday, February 3, 2010 – Acts 3:1-10  
  6:00 PM  Wednesday Night Supper, Ashland Hall 
  6:00 PM  Al Anon, #127 
  6:30 PM  Congregational Care, #138 
  6:30 PM  Handbells, Sanctuary 
  6:30 PM  M-A-D Children's Activities 
  6:30 PM  The Path Music Ensemble, Choir Room 
  7:30 PM  Worship Choir, Choir Room 
Thursday, February 4, 2010 – Genesis 1:1-31 
10:30 AM  Ladies Prayer Group, Library 
  7:00 PM  Columbia Chess Club, #125 
  Arpad Darzas, Choir Room  
  Boy Scouts - Classroom                   
Friday, February 5, 2010 – Luke 10:25-37 
Saturday, February 6, 2010 – Hebrews 11:1-16 
   
Sunday, February 7, 2010 – 1 John 3:1-2; 1 John 4:7 -16 
   8:45 AM The Path, Ashland Hall 
   9:45 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
 11:00 AM  Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
   2:00 PM Cannon Eagle Scout Ceremony,  

Sanctuary & Ashland Hall 
   4:30 PM Youth Choir, Choir Room 
   5:30 PM Disciple I, #115 
    
Devotions are from The Upper Room.  Other calendar events can 
be found on the website www.ashlandumc.com 


